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“Irodori: Japanese for Life in Japan” How to Use Grammar Worksheets

“Irodori: Japanese for Life in Japan” is a textbook for people who are living in Japan,
or who want to live in Japan, to be able to use Japanese for basic communication in
daily life. Ever since its release in 2020, Irodori has been used by many people all over
the world.

While using Irodori in the classroom, many teachers expressed they would like to have
exercises to help strengthen grammar skills. When learners speak or write Japanese,
there are some grammatical forms they are not able to use properly. For this reason,
it would be good to have exercises that allow them to make the correct forms on their
own, through pattern practice, especially something that can be handed out in the
classroom for everyone to use together.

The Grammar Worksheets were created in response to this need. Until now, this type
of exercise was not included in Irodori. Instead, it was recommended to use the Rikai
volume from the Marugoto coursebook series or other resources to supplement as
needed. The Grammar Worksheets allow learners to practice grammar in the context
of the topics and Can-do statements found in the main Irodori textbook.

Below are explanations, notes, and steps for using the “Grammar Worksheets”
effectively.

@® Grammar Points

The grammar points in the Grammar Worksheets are based on the Grammar Notes in
Irodori. The numbers @@... on the Grammar Worksheets correspond to the same
numbers @®... on the Grammar Notes.

@ Exercises

For each grammar point, there is an Exercises section [#&]. The Exercises provide
pattern practice to strengthen grammar skills by linking the grammar point to the topic
of the lesson and the Can-do objective. The exercises focus on grammatical forms so
that learners can produce each form smoothly and correctly. Learners can write them
on paper print-outs or practice verbally by speaking.

These exercises help learners to achieve the Can-do for the topic of each lesson in
Irodori. For this reason, teachers should not use supplemental exercises that have
nothing to do with the topic or Can-do, nor should they ask learners to create
sentences for situations unrelated to the topic or Can-do.

® Organize

For reviewing grammatical forms and other items, in the Organize section <ZEIE>»,
learners practice a certain grammar point in a context different from the lesson’s
topic and Can-do. This includes how to make grammatical forms, and how to use
different expressions with similar meanings depending on the situation.



@ Steps (when to use the Grammar Worksheets)

In Irodori, grammar study begins with input through listening and reading, then moves
on to IFIZ3EB 1 (Focus on the form), where learners fill in the underlined blank spaces
and pay careful attention to grammatical forms. While answering @questions, learners
think about the meaning and usage of the grammar and expressions by themselves. In
the process, they discover the rules of the Japanese language. Afterwards, learners
can use the Grammar Notes to check their knowledge by reading explanations own
their own or having the teacher explain it to them.

After checking their knowledge with the explanations in the Grammar Notes, learners
can use the Grammar Worksheets as an exercise to create their own sentences using
the grammatical forms and to organize their knowledge. In activities aimed at speaking,
learners first check if they can produce the form by themselves and then move on to
speaking exercises, such as shadowing and role playing: <Example 1>.

<Example 1>

- Can-do objective

- Preparation for the words

- Listen to and read (the example dialogs)

- Focus on the form
L Fill in the underlined blank spaces and focus on grammatical forms and expressions.
! Think about the meaning of the grammar and expressions and how they would be used.
! Check using explanations in Grammar Notes.
! Strengthen grammar skills using Grammar Worksheets.

- (Practice speaking)

V- can-do check

Learners can complete the Grammar Worksheets as a review after they have finished
a certain activity: <Example 2>. They can also do the worksheet together in class or
as homework.

<Example 2>

Lesson x, Activity 1 Lesson x, Activity 2
- Can-do objective - Can-do objective
- Preparation for the words - Preparation for the words
- Listen to and read (the example dialogs) - Listen to and read (the example dialogs)
- Focus on the form - Focus on the form
- (Practice speaking) - (Practice speaking)
- Can-do check - Can-do check
- Review with Grammar Worksheets - Review with Grammar Worksheets

(in class/homework) (in class/homework)



Reviews may be done by lesson: <Example 3>.

<Example 3>
Lesson x

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity x

v - Review with Grammar Worksheets (in class/homework)

Grammar study in Irodori emphasizes the process of first receiving input, then
focusing on the forms and meanings of the Japanese used there, and discovering the
rules by thinking for oneself. Therefore, it is not a good approach to start by
explaining and practicing grammar alone before moving on to the activity, as in the
following example: <Example 4>.

<Example 4> Example of ineffective approach

- Introduce grammar

- Explain using Grammar Notes (in class/pre-study)

- Practice using Grammar Worksheets (in class/pre-study)
- Start activities

- Preparation for the words

- Listen to and read (the example dialogs)
- Focus on the form

- (Practice speaking)

The Grammar Worksheets are supplementary materials for practicing the grammar
points necessary to achieve the Can-do in Irodori, so it does not make sense to study
the Grammar Worksheets alone. Please be sure to use the worksheets in conjunction
with Irodori. In order to communicate effectively in real life situations, such as saying
what you want to say and asking what you need to know, communicative practice in
Irodori is essential.
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